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| omee spotted Julje Voyee outside
the souzzy doughnut shop at the
corner of Dufferin and Queen
streats in Toronto, 1t was cold and
she was bundied up, ucked intoa
plastie lawn chair and clearly ab-
sorbed In something. From where
I was standing I couldn’y tel]
whit. | tucked into the empty
plastic lawn chalr beside her 1o
finel out,

After planting a generous kiss

on each of my cold chesks — 4
standard Voyee gresting — she
said, "Drawing, love" while hold-
ing out the small Molsskine note
hook that had been balanced In
her lap. 1 studied the pege and
then Jooked up. It was double vi-
sion: She had drawn the most del-
icate pen and ink sketch of the
world around har, including the
partially restored Gladstone hotel
that was front and centre freim
her doughnuty perely. She i pped
back through the pages of the
book, each one o similnrly bequti-
ful sketeh., Her sk, she ex-
plalned, was to do & drawing a
day, sinee drawing was no differ-
ent than any other form of exer-
cise. The more you did it, she said

matter-of-fuctly, the better you
got.

In addition o being drawing
fiend, Voyee is also one of the hest
printmakers in the country A
practising urtist since the early
'8035, Voyce hans heen exploring
ling, ealour and the form of print
COMPasition ever snee, Paste-Up,
her latest series now showing at
the Southern Alberta Art Gallery
in Lethbridge, is a summary af
her more recent discoveries

Much of the content of Paste-
Up was based on a challenge
Voyee set up for herself: to devel-
op an entire body of wark using
only transparent Cyan, arange
und black. Each print useg any
combination of the three colours

&
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and, when at the mercy of Voyoes
domination of eolour and form,
her limited palotte looks like 50
miteeh more,

Sha alsy compases. using a
technique of pusting, drawing,
miltiple photocopying and final-
Iy printing on white paper to cre
it an Musion of space. the s
face of which is buovant, playful,
challenging and averflowing,
nitich Ike the ariist herself

Voyee excels as an artist he-
cause she is never complicent,
Onee she's disooversd something
— & colour combination, say, or
the summarizing power of 2 dot
— alie moves on, tetting up & new
challenge or difficult exercise to
master. A, of course, within hor

self-imposed restrictions and the
oeed to push her own boundares,
her very distinet style holds all of
hervarious chapters together, She
likes to eredit Dr. Seuss, her
muse; I would add her genuinge
ahility as an artist, her unparal-
leled bmagination and the sincerj-
ty of her Investigations into
cotour, line and form to the s
Showing alongside Prste-Up is
Incogmito, recent work by textile
artist Lyn Carter who, thankfully,
adds much need oomph 1o her
medium by using patterned fab-
ties combined with original
forms, palrings not ofidn seen,
Carter finds inspiration n Every-
day objects — chess pieces, bottle
Stoppers, shovels and fancets —

and manipulates these recogniz-
able shapes into completely new,
but of course viiguely familiar,
forms.

Incognito is a series of wall-
mounted sculptures made from
patterned matetial stretchod
over abstract forms. Using the
spatial voeabulary of o painting
and seulptural form, Carter cre-
ates spirited objects that hover
somewhere between thingyness
ind oblectlessness, These dizzy-
ing. hybrids shouldn't be missed,
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